Sarstedt Monovette Blood Sample Tube

Preventing plunger issues

To properly use the Monovette system collect the blood directly into the Monovette tube. DO NOT take blood into a syringe and decant into Monovette tubes, this can lead to falsely abnormal results. 
When collecting the blood pull the plunger on the Monovette as far as it will go - until you feel it click (as shown in figure 2).
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Fig.1


Fig. 2



Fig. 3
Once the sample clicks the plunger should snap off easily. Discard the plunger in a sharps container to avoid sharps injuries.
Any resistance to snapping off the plunger probably means you are trying to snap it off at the wrong point. If there is any resistance then try to pull the plunger further back before snapping off plunger.

Please make sure the whole plunger snaps off and that there is no residual plastic left. If there is any residual plastic this can severely damage our automated equipment or require higher risk more difficult manual processing. It will also result in a delay to processing and therefore turnround time for your results.
ESR Tube labelling

Labels should be placed between to two red arrows (shown in figure 4) on the ESR tube, ESRs are analysed by shining a laser through the tube and if the labels are too high up they will interfere with the reading of the sample. Labels should be properly attached to the tube. It is important to ensure label is firmly stuck down to prevent the barcode label adhering to the inside of the transport bag and becoming damaged when reception staff remove them. If the barcode becomes damaged it is extremely difficult and time consuming (sometimes impossible) to obtain the request information contained in the barcoded label. When using a form please hand write the label and if using GP order comms please use only the section of label containing the barcode.
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Fig. 4
Orientation of Barcoded Labels

Please orientate stickers on samples as shown below
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Fig. 5



Fig. 6
Excess sticker on the sample can be problematic for our analysers so
· Remove the extra half of label before sticking to tube

· Ensure the barcode is securely attached to the sample with no folds in the label

Blood in Correct Tube and Order
Double check the sample type requested on the sticker before you send the bloods off. If we have to try to fix this tests may be missed or samples may end up mis-matched.
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Blood should be collected in the following order to prevent cross contamination of samples:
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